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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
L The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cook et al. 
(6,786,655) in view of Redd et al. (6,646,754). 

Regarding claim 1: Cook et al. disclose means for automatically conducting an order receiving 
process to receive an image input order (self-service film processing system 100 and col. 3, In. 
63-67 through In. 1); means for performing photographic processing to develop a silver halide 
photographic light-sensitive material (film processing system 104 and col. 4, In. 1-3); means for 
converting image recording information of the silver haUde photographic light-sensitive material 
after the photographic processing into digital image data with an image sensor (film processing 
system 104 and col. 4, In. 1-3). 

Although Cook et al. do not disclose a communication network, an image server, or a 
retrieval ED in the preferred embodiment, Cook et al does disclose this Umitation in later 
embodiments. Cook et al disclose means for communicating with the image input apparatus 
through a network to receive the digital image data fi-om the at least one image input apparatus 
(communications network 1 18e and col. 7, In. 9-14); for transmitting the retrieval ID to the 
image input apparatus (self-service film processing system 100 and password, col. 8, hi. 18-22); 
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and for storing on the image server the digital image data in association with the retrieval ED 
(storage system 124Z> and col. 8, la 18-22), 

Cook et al. fail to specifically address an image retrieval process as claimed by Applicant. 

Redd et al. disclose retrieval information issuing means (Fig. 8, unique identification 
number 922) for receiving and issuing a retrieval ID for retrieving digital image data and for 
outputting an index print (Fig. 7, thumbnail index 903) corresponding to the received order (col 
17, In. 64-67 through In. 1-7); and means for giving the retrieval ID to the digital image data 
transferred from the image input apparatus (Figures 7 and 8), 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to include the suggestion of an index print giving the retrieval ID to the digital image 
data in order to improve accuracy of image retrieval and tracking in a self-service film 
processing system. 

Regarding claim 2: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1. Cook 
et al. further disclose means for retrieving the digital image data from the image server by 
inputting the retrieval ID (password and col. 8, In. 18-22) 

Although Cook et al. do not disclose a detachable external medium in the embodiment, 
which outlines the use of a password, Cook et al. does disclose this Umitation in a later 
embodiment. Cook et al. disclose means for storing the retrieved image data on a detachable 
external memory medium (storage media 140, col. 9, In, 11-19). 

Regarding claim 3: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1 . Cook 
et al. fiirther disclose means for communicating with the image server through the network (col. 
8, In. 18-22); means for enabling a client computer user to read the digital image data by 
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inputting the retrieval ID (password) while the cUent computer is in communication with the 
image server through the network (it is implied that a computer could be used to access the 
storage system \24b via an Internet web site, col, 8, ki. 18-22); and means for storing the digital 
image data into a memory medium of the cUent computer (it is impUcit that once a connection is 
made to the Internet web site, the images could be saved to a memory medium of a computer); 
wherein the retrieval information issuing means of the image input apparatus (self-service film 
processing system 100 in communication with Internet web site) issues a home page 
corresponding to the digital image data (col. 7, In. 30-45). 

Regardin£ claim 4: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1. Cook 
et al. further disclose means for receiving an order for producing a digital print (col. 4, In, 1-14); 
means for preparing an order data file including a content of the order for the digital print (col. 4, 
In. 1-14). Although Cook et al. do not disclose a retrieval ID in the embodiment, Cook et al. 
does disclose this Umitation in a later embodiment. Cook et al. disclose the retrieval ID 
(password, col, 8, In. 18-22); means for transferring the order data file to the image server 
separately from the digital image data (col. 4, In. 1-14); means for reading out the order data file 
and for reading out the digital image data from the image server based on the retrieval ID 
recorded in the read out order data file (col. 8, hi. 18-33); and means for producing a digital print 
based on the order data file (col. 8, In, 27-33). 

Regarding claim 5: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1, Cook 
et al. further disclose means for producing a digital print from the digital image data stored in the 
image server (col, 8, \n. 27-37). 

Cook et al. fail to specifically address an index print or order form. 
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Redd et al. disclose means for issuing an order form with the index print attached thereto, 
said order form including the retrieval ID (Fig. 8, unique identification number 922) and a 
column in which an order for the digital print is to be entered (Fig. 7 and 8, web site to enter to 
order prints). 

Regardin2 claim 6: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1. 

Cook et al. fail to specifically address an index print or order form. 

Redd et al. further disclose means for issuing an order form with the index print attached 
thereto (Fig. 7, destination identifier print 900), said order form including the retrieval ED (Fig. 8, 
reorder information 926), at least one of a telephone number (Fig. 8, phone number 928) and a 
facsimile number, and a column in which an order for a digital print is to be entered (Fig. 7 and 
8, web site to enter to order prints). 

Regarding claim 7: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1. Cook 
et al. further disclose means for producing a digital print from the digital image data stored in the 
image server (storage system 1246 and col. 8, In. 18-24). 

Cook et al. fail to specifically address an index print. 

Redd et al, disclose means for issuing an order form to which index print and the retrieval 
ID are attached (Fig. 7), in which an order for producing the digital print is described (Fig, 7, 
reordering information 908). 

Regarding claim 8: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 3. Cook 
et al. further disclose wherein the client computer further comprises means for ordering a digital 
print (it is implied that a computer could be used to access the storage system 1246 via an 
Internet web site, col. 8, hi. 18-33 and col. 7, In. 43-47). 
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Regarding claim 9: Cook et al. in view of Redd et al. satisfy all the elements of claim 1 . Cook 
et al. disclose at least two image input apparatuses (network of self-service film processing 
systems 100, col. 7, In. 9-14). 

Conclusion 

3. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this fmal action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charlotte M. Baker whose telephone number is (571)272-7459. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams can be reached on (571)272-7471. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or PubUc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





